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The disbursements are given but brief attention, which seems 
somewhat out of proportion to their importance. The last chapter 
on the Control of the Budget takes up questions of audit and 
control and shows the lamentable weaknesses of our common- 
wealth systems at this point. Publicity is the remedy recom- 
mended. 

The book contains frequent references to Stourm's Le Budget 
which seems to have suggested the points discussed. It will 
prove a very useful contribution to our knowledge of a much 
confused and bewildering subject. 

Carl C. Plehn. 

University of California. 

Apercus Statistiques Inter nationaux. DixiSme Annee. By Gustav 
Sundbarg. (Stockholm: Imprimerie Royale, 1906. $2.40.) 

For ten years Mr. Sundbarg has been publishing in the Statis- 
tisk Tidskrift, a Swedish official journal, annual summaries of 
international statistics. These summaries are presented almost 
exclusively in tabular form, and figures like smiles and tears are an 
international language. But published in that repository they 
have been inaccessible to the majority of American scholars. 
No reference to them in any English or American authority has 
ever caught my eye. The book has now outgrown its chrysalis 
and emerges as an independent work of 340 pages done into French. 

It contains ten sections: I. Area and Population (22 tables 
and 42 pages) ; II. Movement of Population, Marriages, Births, 
Deaths, Migration, etc., both totals and rates (45 tables and 55 
pages) ; III. Sex, Age, Marital Condition, Corrected Rates, Dura- 
tion of Life (35 tables and 27 pages) ; IV. Schools, Voters, Receipts 
and Expenditures (8 tables and 7 pages); V. Agriculture and 
Live Stock (78 tables and 93 pages) ; VI. Industry and per capita 
consumption (9 tables and 9 pages); VII. Mines and Mineral 
Products (17 tables and 18 pages); VIII. Commerce, Imports, 
Exports, Prices (17 tables and 39 pages) ; IX. Merchant Marine, 
etc. (8 tables and 7 pages) ; X. Railway, Post Office, Telegraph 
and Telephone (17 tables and 21 pages) ; and four supplementary 
tables. 

The character of the work may be inferred from the contents 
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of two sample tables. Table 28 gives the birth rate per 1000 
population with still births excluded for each of 18 European 
countries and for 20 subdivisions of those countries. Decennial 
averages are given for 1841-70; quinquennial averages for 1871- 
1900; and the annual rates for 1896 to 1904, inclusive. Brief 
footnotes elucidate doubtful points, explaining for example that 
the figures for France and Germany before 1871 represent the pres- 
ent areas of those countries. Table 198 covering two pages gives 
the production of gold and silver in kilograms for some 25 countries, 
the list for the two metals varying. The figures are the annual 
average for the ten years 1871-80, then for each five years until 
1900, and finally the total for each year from 1899 to 1904, inclusive. 
A note explains that the figures for the production of silver differ 
widely according to whether the output is credited to the country 
from which the ore comes or to the country in which the silver 
is extracted, states that the former method has been followed in 
this table, that the figures have been drawn in part from the French 
government report, Industrie MinSrale, and that the world's out- 
put probably exceeds that shown in the table. 

The reputation of the author leads one to look for sound and 
careful work and this expectation is not disappointed. He has 
not undue reverence for official figures and is quite willing to use 
estimates either to fill lacunae or to displace the official returns 
in case the latter deserve to be rejected. The book should become 
a serviceable and welcome manual for all who have occasion to 
compare the statistics of the great countries of the world. I know 
nothing which can take its place. Other books are much narrower 
in scope, giving only the latest figures or on a smaller number of 
subjects, like Hubner's Tdbellen, or, like the Statesman's Year 
Book, make the country rather than the statistical fact the unit 
for presentation. It is greatly to be hoped that the book will 
speedily secure a sufficient sale to guarantee the appearance of a 
new issue each year. 

Walter F. Willcox. 

Cornell University. 



